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Care Improves for Ohio’s At-Risk Youth

East Cleveland, OH – January 25, 2013 – Carrington Youth Academy, an organization dedicated to improving the lives of Ohio’s at-risk youth, is proud to announce that it has received International and Ohio-based accreditation and certification, ensuring that Carrington residents will receive world-class support for their emotional, behavioral and familial issues.

In December, 2012, Carrington received preliminary accreditation from CARF International (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities).  After reviewing Carrington’s in-house behavioral health and drug and alcohol treatment services, CARF gave Carrington the thumbs-up.  This approval ensures that Carrington will be able to expand current services and implement new programs for youth and families.

The Ohio Department of Mental Health (ODMH) also approved Carrington’s behavioral health services and the Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services (ODADAS) certified Carrington’s drug and alcohol assessment and treatment services.  This shows that Carrington’s clinicians provide services that are evidence-based and effective. 
As part of the efforts to enhance mental health services, Carrington has also contracted with University Hospitals and Dr. John Hertzer for on-site pediatric psychiatric services for youth in residential care.  Chief operating officer, Tami Holcomb Hathy says, “We are excited to have Dr. Hertzer as part of our treatment team.  His extensive experience with youth in residential and hospital settings complements our use of proven interventions to help youth and their families manage their behavior on their own.”
Carrington’s founder and administrator, Bernard F. Pawlikowsky noted, “Accreditation and certification allows us to personally monitor and improve the quality and types of services we offer.  It will also let us implement programs quickly as needs shift.  We are excited to bring this higher level of care to the community.”
About Carrington Youth Academy

Carrington Youth Academy delivers world-class care and advocacy for at-risk youth in a licensed child welfare agency through academic, vocational, recreational, and clinical services.  We strive to meet and exceed the needs of each child and their family through a compassionate, structured, nurturing and treatment-centered environment.  Learn more about Carrington by calling (216) 268-2400 or visiting  www.carringtonacademy.org.

About CARF

CARF is an independent, nonprofit organization focused on advancing the quality of services you use to meet your needs for the best possible outcomes. CARF provides accreditation services worldwide at the request of health and human service providers. Whether you are seeking rehabilitation for a disability, treatment for addiction and substance abuse, home and community services, retirement living, or other health and human services, you can have confidence in your choice. Providers that meet our standards have demonstrated their commitment to being among the best available. Visit CARF at www.carf.org.

Ohio Department of Mental Health

The Ohio Department of Mental Health (ODMH) works to assure access to quality mental health services for Ohioans at all levels of need and life stages. It is estimated that nearly two million Ohioans will need mental health services during their lives for problems ranging from situational stress to severe and chronic mental illness.  http://mentalhealth.ohio.gov.
Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services

The Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services (ODADAS), formed in 1989, is a Cabinet-level state agency that serves Ohio citizens with a comprehensive approach to alcohol and other drug and gambling addiction prevention, treatment and recovery support services. The Department coordinates a statewide network of publicly-funded services designed to help all Ohioans in need of care related to substance abuse, addiction and problem gambling issues. For more information or help, call 1-800-788-7254 or visit www.odadas.ohio.gov.
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